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The 

Geographical Journal. 

No. 5. MAY, 1898. VOL. XI. 

JOURNEYS IN THE SIAMESE EAST COAST STATES.* 

By H. WARINGTON SMYTH, M.A. 

THIS Society may be said to have almost circumnavigated the Malay 
peninsula, and to-night's paper is the completion of the journey. At 
various dates the Tenasserim provinces, the Siamese west coast pro- 
vinces,t and the Malay states,: which are now federated under Great 
Britain, have been described. On the east coast Mr. Clifford has given 
a graphic account of Pahang, Tringkanu, and Kelantan;? and Prof. 

Henry Louis has ably treated of the group of small states immediately 
to the north, which, before the Siamese occupation, formed the once 
famous state of Patani.ll 

In the summer of 1896 I had occasion to visit officially for the 
Siamese Government the chief tin-producing states on the east coast 
north of Singora. 

Nearly the whole of the trade of these 600 miles of coast is carried 
on by junks; during the finer months, however, two small native-run 
steamboats visit some of the more important places. It was impossible 
to make their sailings fit in with the work before us, and, as the Govern- 
ment had not any vessel to place at our disposal, I hired a sailing-boat 
about 36 feet long, and fitted her out for the voyage. She had been 

originally built as a steam-launch, and consequently want of beam 
was her worst feature. At first she leaked like a basket, but by careful 

caulking we reduced the incoming of water to about eight buckets per 
diem in smooth sea. Of course we made much more in bad weather- 
that was generally. She was rigged with the China lug-sails of the 

* Paper read at the Royal Geographical Society, January 17, 1898. Map, p. 580. 
t Geographical Journal, vol. vi. Nos. 5, 6. $ Proceedings R.G.S., vol. iv. No. 7. 
? Geographical Journal, vol. ix. No. 1. II Ibid., vol. iv. No. 3. 

No. V.-MAY, 1898.] 2 K 

This content downloaded from 128.235.251.160 on Sun, 21 Dec 2014 03:54:54 AM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


JOURNEYS IN THE SIAMESE EAST COAST STATES. 

pattern usual in those seas-and very handy they are with a native 

crew, especially for quick reefing in the heavy squalls of the south- 
west monsoon, which we continually experienced. My companions 
were Nai Suk, the cheerful comrade of so many other journeys, and my 
two servants and two boatmen-all Siamese. They were amateurs at 

sea-work, but in ten days' time they were as smart a crew as one could 
wish to see, for the Siamese are watermen from their cradle. 

We left Bangkok on June 23, in the height of the monsoon. We 
were thrashing steadily to windward for a fortnight against a strong 

northerly current and often a heavy sea, which necessitated my being 
at the helm on one occasion off Samn Roi Yawt for thirty-six hours at a 

stretch. The ship was as wet below as on deck. The native craft did 

UTNDER SAM ROI YAWT. 

stretch. The ship was as wet below as on deck. The native craft did 
not like it, and were all in the little harbour along the coast, and it was 

only later on, when the weather fined up a bit, that we had company 
with us. If the weather is not fair, the native mind cannot see why 
any man should be so childish as to defy the decrees of fate by banging 
about outside, when he might be lying snugly at anchor, smoking. 

The coast as far as Champawn is characterized by a number of wide 

bays stretching their spotless sand-beaches in scarcely perceptible curves 
to the horizon. Behind lies the sombre ever-piping jungle, relieved 
here and there by some jaggary or cocoanut palms, and an occasional 

cottage roof. Detached masses of limestone occur at intervals on 

steep-sided islands or high-peaked promontories, their serrated ridges, 
sometimes 2000 feet in height, forming conspicuous landmarks to the 

seafaring people using the gulf, and affording here and there good 
harbours for small craft. In the intense clearness of the early morning 
atmospheres, we used to see Sani Roi Yawt like a distant island 45 
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JOURNEYS IN THE SIAMESE EAST COAST STATES. 

miles off. This headland is the noblest of all, and dominates the gulf 
like a huge cathedral-and aptly is it named the three hundred peaks. 

The relations of these various rock-masses to one another have been 

long ago lucidly set forth by Siamese geologists, and, what in geological 
matters is more remarkable, all the authorities are unanimously agreed 
upon the subject. It appears that one Mong Lai and his wife once 
inhabited the neighbourhood (they were giants), and each promised 
their daughter in marriage, unknown to the other, to a different suitor. 
At last the day of the nuptials arrived, and Chao Lai and the Lord of 

Muang Chin * both arrived to claim the bride. When the horrified 
father found how matters stood-having a regard for the value of a 

promise which is not too common in the East-he cut his daughter in 

half, that neither suitor should be disappointed. Chao Lai, in the mean 
time, on finding that he had a rival, committed suicide, and the peak 
of Chaolai is the remains of his body. The unfortunate bride is to be 
found in the islands off Sam Roi Yawt, the peaks of which are the 
remains of the gifts which were to be made to the holy man who was 
to solemnize the wedding; while Kaw Chang and Kaw Kong, on the 
east side of the gulf, are the elephant and buffalo cart in which 
the presents were brought.t 

Inland the densely wooded granites of the main ridge, forming 
the divide between Siam and Tenasserim, tower up into the monsoon 
clouds. At no point are they very distant from the coast-line, and 
the streams which drain their eastern slopes are but short and rapid 
mountain torrents. 

The shoulders of the hills in places jostle the north and south trail 
out on to the beach, and the land wind comes off them laden with jungle 
fever. Except behind the bolder headlands, there is scarcely any flat 
land available for padi culture. Between the rich plain of Petchaburi and 
that of Champawn, there is not more than one acre of cultivation to 
every square mile of forest. The villages are few and the population 
small. A group of houses generally nestles under each of the great 
headlands, and the people are mostly fishermen, who do a little 
gardening, and take an occasional cargo of jungle produce (rattans, 
horns, buffalo-skins, etc.) to 'Champawn, Petchaburi, or Bangkok. In the 
four provinces of Pran, Kuwi, Bangtapan, and Patiyu there are about 
6000 people. 

From Champawn southwards, a new phase of scenery is entered on. 
The great axial range retreats further westward, and the country is 
more productive and more populous. The low hills of the coast-line 
are comparatively bare of heavy timber, thanks to the heavy gales 
and the ever-advancing jungle fires. The people assume the distinctive 

* China. 
t All these stories bear striking evidence of the constant communication in early 

dlays between Indo-China and China. 

2K2 
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JOURNEYS IN THE SIAMESE EAST COAST STATES. 

peninsular type, Malay influences become observable, and the nasal 

twang and other peculiarities of dialect which had puzzled us so often 
on the west coast is very prominent. 

As a rule, during the south-west monsoon the native sailing-boats 
rely on getting the wind somewhat off shore during the night-west or 
even north-west in direction. With this they nmake a long board sea- 
ward. Between 9 a.m. and noon they have a good offing, and as the 
wind generally shifts south or south-east during the day, for some hours 

they make a long leg down the coast on the other tack. Such a long 
spell of southerly winds and rough weather as we experienced only 
occurs now and then, and the majority of the boats let it blow over, 
lying patiently in some snug cove until it is finished. 

LANGSUAN.-We anchored in the roads off Langsuan, inside the 

dangerous coral ridges which make the place so unpopular with seamen. 
As we should now have to leave the boat for some time, the first thing 

r- I 

OUR ANCHORAGE AT KAW LAX. 

was to get her into the river out of the exposed anchorage. Owing to 
the heavy rains, there was a 4-knot current coming out of the river across 
the bar, where there is only 6 feet at high water in the channel. We had 
to get in at night, when the wind was dead ahead, and the marks were 
completely hidden. Fortunately, a small junk went in at the same time, 
and we let her lead the way. As she had a Chinese crew, reinforced by 
some friends from the shore to assist in sweeping and quanting her in, 
she made an admirable pilot. Not only did every man shout continuously 
at the top of his voice, but great flares were continually made on the 
poop by the ignition of prayer-papers, burnt to propitiate the devil that 
was in that current. For once we thought there was some reason in 
Chinese superstitions. Several times the rush of water bore them away 
on to the shallow banks to the north of the channel, and the chorus 
ended in a melancholy howl, followed by a comic silence that made us 
all laugh. It necessitated two hours' ceaseless work at the quants and 
sweeps, and four or five successive attempts to get a distance of scarcely 
400 yards to deep water inside. 

Next day we equipped the skiff with a week's stores, and started 

up-river for the muang, or raja's residence, leaving two hands on board. 
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JOURNEYS IN THE SIAMESE EAST COAST STATES. 

Langsuan literally means "the lower garden "-the garden of Lower 
Siam, as one may say-and the dense foliage along the river-banks, and 
the cold air laden with the scent of fruit which came off to us, showed 
how applicable is the name. 

The muang lies about four hours' pull up-river from the sea. It 
was thus, like most of the muangs on the coast, well out of reach of the 
piratical junks which even twenty years ago were none too rare. If you 
know Henley reach, and indue it by the aid of your imagination with a 
rapid turbid current, and bold forest-clad hills along its banks, you will 
have a very fair idea of the scenery of the river. The town consists of 
a street of the wide-roofed, low-walled shanties affected by the Chinese 
in the peninsula, and some scattered houses of the usual Siamese type 
nestling under the dense durian orchards and palm plantations about 
the valley. 
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THE ENTRANCE TO LANGSUAN. 

The governor's residence is a two-storied brick bungalow, not unlike 
a country house at home. In the compound lived the usual assortment 
of women-folk, slaves, police and criminals, pigs and pariahs, and a herd 
of half-wild ponies, who galloped out at daybreak to the jungle and 

galloped back at nightfall-to which we four were now added. We were 

given a couple of rooms in a house tenanted by a score of youngsters 
being trained to perform in the raja's private theatre. Their whole 
souls were wrapt up in the music, the repartee, and the attitudinizing 
necessary for the performances. They pounced upon us and our 

belongings like a swarm of flies, but their insatiable curiosity did not 

prevent their dinning theatrical "shop" into our ears by the hour 

together. Fortunately they rehearsed at night-time, and at some con- 
siderable distance, and from sunset to dawn one might catch the notes 
of a melancholy air floating through the mists, or the crash of a stirring 
Malay chorus. 

The raja is a Chinaman, brother to the enlightened and successful 
rulers of Renawng and Trang upon the west coast, whose work has been 

already touched upon before this Society. He farms the state from the 
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JOURNEYS IN THE SIAMESE EAST COAST STATES. 

Government for a given yearly sum. This is an old-fashioned Indo- 
Chinese method which has not always worked badly. 

Langsuan is said to have a population of about sixteen thousand all 

told, of whom the greater part are Siamese, with a few Chinese and 

Malays. The state has been generally ignored altogether in maps. Its 
southern boundary lies a few miles south of the Muang, and the northern 
is formed by Klong Wisai, a stream emptying into Sawi bay, at the north- 
west corner; the northern end of the bay thus belongs to Chamipawn.. 
On the south there is a considerable fishing population, largely Chinese, 
and in the bay itself their fish-traps, or po, may be seen scattered about 
its shallow waters. Southward there are few villages until Langsuan 
bay is reached, where again the po are conspicuous inside the reefs. 
At the time of our visit the fishery had been very unsuccessful, and the 

fish-bins, the salting-pits, and drying-stages were all empty, and a dozen 

rue chalom, the Chinese trading-boats, lay in the river waiting dis- 

consolately for a cargo, while fresh arrivals came every day, unable to 

get freight at Pran Sawi or Champawn, and, for want of communication, 

ignorant of the state of affairs at Langsuan. Each po costs over ?60,* and 

the upkeep of boat and crew is over ?50 t a year. In Champawn bay 
there were more than sixty, for it is a favourite place for the pla tu, the 

little herring-like fish for which they were all waiting; and in Langsuan 
there were another score of these traps, but not a fish in any of them. 

So no wonder the people were looking gloomy. 
It is a curious, and, so far as I know, unexplained, fact that the pla tu 

is never caught south of Langsuan, although Bandon bight and other 

shallow water expanses in that direction seem to be exactly suited to 

them, during the prevalence of the south-west monsoon. A great 
number of large skate and shark are caught in seines along the beach. 

The tin-mines of the state are chiefly situated along the edge of the 

granites of the main range which form the boundary between Langsuan 
and its eastern neighbour Renawng. The tin is all transported by 

elephant from the various mines to the river, and is then brought 
down in dug-out canoes. The mines are worked on the two systems 
known as mueng kra and mueng sa, which have been already described 

before the Society; but the latter, which are the ordinary open cast 

alluvial stream works, have been mostly worked out, and the greater 

part of the tin now comes from the mueng kra, or hill workings. The 

mining is, however, carried on in the same promiscuous manner as used 

to be the case with the old Cornish streamers. The Langsuan people, 
like the old men of Cornwall, are fishermen, husbandmen, and miners 

by turn, as the fancy takes them, or the season of the year suggests. 
When overtaken by a fit of industry, which is rare, or constrained by 

their own improvidence, which is more frequent, they go to the raja 

t Ticals 800. 
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JOURNEYS IN THE SIAMESE EAST COAST STATES. 

and obtain an advance of money, which is then worked off by them in 

tin-streaming, the ore being sent down to the raja at a price previously 
agreed upon between them. The output of tin per month, or even per 
year, depending as it does on the amount of rainfall, the state of the 

communications, the prevalence of fever, and the labour of the people, 
who are probably the least industrious on the face of the Earth, is at 
best a fluctuating quantity. In a good year it probably amounts to 700 

pikuls, or over 40 tons, and in a bad year to less. 
Besides fish and tin, Langsuan produces large quantities of the 

various kinds of fruit which are common to most Malayan states-the 
durian, the fame of which you have doubtless heard, the invaluable 

papaya, the mangostin, mango, orange, jack-fruit, melon, banana, and 

many others. But the moist climate has some disadvantages, and the 

people at the mines, especially the unfortunate Chinese, were all soaked 
in malaria, and were suffering from abnormally congested spleens and 
livers. Surer death-traps than many of these places, sunk deep in the 

damp forest gloom, it would be impossible to find. Ticks, leeches, and 

blood-sucking flies, in countless numbers and of unequalled voracity, also 

conspire to vary the monotony of life. 
There lives in the dense jungle a peculiar plant known to botanists,* 

but possibly not known to you, which is called by the Siamese kalang- 
ton chang, and which sets up great irritation in the skin of any person 
coming into contact with it. It has a large broad leaf, and the Siamese 
declare, after being badly stung by it, the only remedy is the heat of a 
fire; to bathe in a stream, which is,the natural impulse, is considered 

absolutely fatal. A spot on the Kra-Champawn trail is known as 

Burma-tai, from the fact that a party of Burmese, coming across to 

harry their neighbours in the old fighting days, are said to have got 
into a thick growth of this plant, and to have bathed in the stream to 

allay the agony, with the result that they all died there. A second 

species,t called samkao, is supposed to be not so violent in its effect. We 
met the plant in many parts of the country, and our mahouts con- 

stantly warned us to beware of it as we brushed through the jungle. 
The amount of padi grown in the state is, owing to the general 

absence of land suitable to it, insufficient for the population, and rice 
therefore forms the principal import, other articles imported being 
opium, and piece goods in small quantities. 

On returning to the boat, some of us succumbed to the old enemy, 
fever, as a result of the drenchings from the rains which we had 

experienced inland, and the boat resumed the hospital-like aspect with 
which we used to be so familiar on the Me Kawng. 

Our next destination was Chaiya, a day's sail to the southward 

* The fever or devil nettle, Urtica crenulata. 
t Urtica heterophylla. 
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JOURNEYS IN THE SIAMESE EAST COAST STATES. 

The coast is a low sandy one, with a few grand limestone outcrops, and 
a fringe of wicked coral reefs some distance off it. Inland the big 
forest trees stand gaunt and dead, waving their bare arms over the 

dreary creeks and backwaters, which form the highways of the Malay 
fishermen. 

Approaching the Bandon bight about ten at night, we were pre- 
paring to anchor close in under Lem Sai, when the suddenly shoaling 
water compelled us to run out from the land. In so doing we suddenly 
grounded on hard sand. Fortunately the wind was westerly and the 
water smooth, but all attempts to get off were unavailing, as the tide 
was falling. Lem Sai bore W. 5? S. 2 miles from us, and there was 
a wide channel between us and the point. The banks lay off half 
a mile further to the east-south-east in three ridges of hard sand. 

Though not marked on the chart, they may prove very dangerous to 
vessels making the bight from the north. We ascertained subsequently 
that all the banks on the coast undergo some considerable change every 
north-east monsoon season. During the four months from November 
to February, when it is at its height, a heavy sea runs perpetually on 
the coast, and the water is piled up along it, so that the depth on banks 
and the bars of the rivers is temporarily increased. The deposition of 

material, however, goes on with constant regularity, and further south 
has wrought remarkable changes in the configuration of the coast. 

Fortunately the wind remained light, and blew directly off shore. In 

the afternoon we got off with the flood-tide,* just as the wind began to 

freshen up from the south-west. 
The charts of the Bandon bight show it to be a vast shallow expanse, 

with scarcely more than 2 feet of water at low water. We had, how- 

ever, been informed that a channel exists by which Chaiya may be 

approached, and that the governor had placed marks along its southern 

edge. We picked up the outer one with some difficulty, and beat up 
against half a gale of wind. We found the channel to run north-east 

and south-west, and to be from 300 to 400 yards wide, and we found 

12 fathom of water on the outer edge at low water, rapidly deepening 
to 3, 4, 5, and finally 6 fathoms. The anchorage is off a sandbank, 
which makes a splendid mark in all weathers, appearing of dazzling 
white colour, even at a distance of 6 or 7 miles; the mirage often makes 

it visible at a greater distance than otherwise would be possible. From 

here the entrance to Chaiya, or Pumriung, as it is locally known-the 

Pumring of Crawfurd-lies about 2 miles N. 23? W. There is 10 feet 

over the flats in the channel at high water, and 2- fathoms inside the 

* In the Gulf of Siam, as in the Gulf of Tongkin, for the most part of the month 

the two diurnal tides are unequal, the inferior tide disappearing for some days almost 

entirely, with the result that until the new tide is born there is only one tide-wave in 

the twenty-four hours. 
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JOURNEYS IN THE SIAMESE EAST COAST STATES. 

river, where a vessel may lie protected from all winds. It, however, took 
us a whole day to get in, as we had to sound and survey the channel first 
of all, which involved many hours' work in the skiff, and the sea on the 
flats when it is blowing hard is not in favour of taking bearings from 
a small boat. 

The scenery of the bight is quite peculiar. At low water immense 
tracts of mud and sand are laid bare, for the edification of flocks of 
pelican, cormorants, and herons. As the tide comes in, the whole 
becomes a boiling mass of foam, and an uneasy little sea gets up, with a 
short, uncomfortable motion. The birds betake themselves to the far-off 
shores, and a few boats come out and cut across from creek to creek. 
As the water falls again it becomes smoother, and long fishing-canoes 

?~-~~~~~ ~ ~ ~~~~~~~.._:i. _ = . , tI _ 

-AP?i~E ~~ -0- 

IN CHAIYA CREEK. 

,come out, their Malay crews wading with their seine nets along the 
sands. Far to the southward dense masses of vapour condense about 
the summits of the Lakawn range, at a height of from 5000 to 6000 feet 
above the sea. 

CHAIYA.-The muang lies a few hundred yards up a small creek 
west of the main stream, and we lay off the governor's landing, where 
stacks of firewood, boat-building and fishing sheds, rows of palms, neat 

paths, and charming grass-plots showed by their unusual tidiness that 
the governor must be no ordinary one. Praya Chaiya was away, but 
it was characteristic of him that, hearing of our arrival, he came across 
the Bandon flats in the most violent weather, and arrived unexpectedly 
with a couple of men late one night. A more excellent companion or 
a kinder-hearted friend I never met among the Siamese. He had a fund 
of information on the natural history, meteorology, and every subject 
connected with his charge; he had decided notions of the value of clean- 
liness in a town, and was a wise and energetic ruler, with a remedy or 
sensible experiment for every evil; and he was a keen yachtsman and 
a shrewd man of business. For many years he has been the lessee of the 
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JOURNEYS IN THE SIAMESE EAST COAST STATES. 

birds'-nest farm from the Government, and no industry is more full of 
excitement and adventure. 

The edible bird's nest is formed by a swiftlet, known as Peale's 
swiftlet (Collocalia spodiopygia); Horsfield's swiftlet (C. lichi), C. escu- 

lenta, and Hirundinapas Indicus have also been credited with being the 
architects of these nests. 

The birds build in great numbers on the precipices and in the 
caverns of the steep islands of ths limestone series which form one of 
the characteristics of the gulf, and fragments of which occur at Mergui,. 
on the west coast, in the Malay archipelago, and in Tongkin. Each of 
the islands under Praya Chaiya has a guard of men upon it, living in 
small cottages high up in some nook of the limestone rock, like a 

Norwegian hut, or down on the spotless sand of the single little cove, 
beneath a palm or two. The collecting of the nests is effected by these 
men three times in the year: in the hot season, and at the beginning 
and end of the rains. Great care has to be exercised that the nests 
should be taken at the moment when the birds have just finishell 

building, and before any eggs are laid, for if this has happened the 

birds are said not to build again. 
The collection of the nests is risky, owing to their inaccessibility, 

but it is profitable, owing to the high prices they fetch,* and not a littl'e 

poaching is indulged in by the crews of the boats navigating the gulf. 
The consequence of this is that the guards are all armed, and open fire 

on any boat they see approaching their island nearer than 100 yards& 
without further explanation being needed; and many a boat blown off 

the land, and sorely in need of shelter or fresh water, has to shear 

off again with a little extra ballast on board in the shape of buckshot or 

snider bullets. 
The annual rent paid to the Government by the nest-farmer is over 

?2000, and the upkeep of the fleet of guard-boats costs over ?11000 

a year. 
In Leale's time (1827) the population of the province was put at 

19,000. It is now about 43,000, of whom nearly half are Malays, who, 

retain their customs and a smattering of their religion, but have entirely 
lost their language. The Siamese still call them Puek Malayu, but, except 
in the build of their long low boats and their dislike of pork, they have 

few of the characteristics of their ancestors. They live in separate 
communities about the coast, and the men do the fishing and the women 

the weaving, the looms being beneath the houses, as in the Lao states. 

There are also a few hundred of the aboriginal negrito tribes inhabit- 

ing the dense forests inland. Praya Chaiya has done his best to over- 

come their extreme timidity by kind treatment, and has prevailed upon. 

them to come in occasionally to the town to barter. Like many of the 

* About 50s. a pound for white, and 25e. to 30s. for the inferior or red-coloured nests. 
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JOURNEYS IN THE SIAMESE EAST COAST STATES. 

Ka tribes of the North Lao states, they wear little clothing, and suffer 

greatly from skin diseases, owing largely, doubtless, to poverty of diet. 
Cholera and Chinamen are almost unknown in Chaiya, one of the few 

places where these plagues are absent. 
The province suffers from want of navigable streams, and neither 

tin nor timber can at present be brought out at a price which will pay, 
the experiments made by the governor with elephant transport having 
so far ended in dead loss. 

During our stay at Chaiya, where we were obliged to wait some time 
to recover our sick men, I overheard a rather interesting conversation 

among the people who came round in the evening to see and talk to us. 

They were discussing among themselves these English, and comparing 
them to the French and Germans. They concluded that we were the 
worst drunkards, but the best traders of them all. One fellow drew a 
series of rough plans in the dust, and pointed out how shrewd was our 

occupation of such points as Gibraltar, Malta, Aden, Singapore, and 

Hongkong. He dilated on the greatness of India, and he questioned the 
wisdom of allowing France a free hand in Madagascar, on the flank of 
South Africa. His knowledge of the colonizing enterprises in which 
the European powers were engaged in various parts of the world, and the 
success they have met with, was most remarkable, and I asked him next 

day where he got his information, for he was a mere peasant, and had 

hardly ever been outside the province. " Oh," said he, " I found an old 
book of maps at Chao Kun's (the governor's), and learnt from that;" and 
he had actually taught himself to read English from an atlas. "Oh 

yes," remarked Nai Suk, who was listening, " geography teaches every 
kind of knowledge." I did not, of course, tell them what struggles the 
President and Council of this Society have had to persuade educational 
bodies in this country of the same fact; their respect for our education 
would have received too severe a shock. 

BANDoN.-Bandon, the next province southward across the bight, 
was long a part of the powerful state of Lakawn, but for very sound 
reasons the Siamese Government has, for administrative purposes, restored 
it to complete independence of that state, in the same manner as on the 
west coast it has removed several small districts from its rule. 

The population numbers about half that of Chaiya, and is composed 
for the most part of Chinese from Hainan, Hokien, and other places, 
many of them imported direct by junk. They are engaged in exporting 
jungle produce, such as rattans, skins, and horns, and quite a fleet of 

junks sail out of Bandon in this trade. Although, owing to the shallows, 
the Bandon river is difficult of access for vessels drawing more than 6 
feet, the river itself forms a magnificent waterway, which should play a 

great part in the future development of the country. Looking at the 

map, you will see that the main axial range of the peninsula, which 
comes down from the Shan states, is at this point very far over to the 
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west, and is dwindling to a comparatively insignificant altitude, until it 

disappears at the southern end of Junk Ceylon, or Puket island. In the 
mean time, a fresh, almost parallel ridge of granite begins to appear in 
the islands of Kaw Pungunn and Kaw Samui to the eastward, and is con- 
tinued southward by the Lakawn range, which henceforward becomes 
the backbone of the peninsula. It is the whole of the intervening space 
between these two ranges, constituting Bandon and a large part of 

Lakawn, which the Bandon river drains to the sea. Of the two main 
branches of the river, the right or eastern takes its rise within compara- 
tively few miles of the Bay of Bengal, where the watershed is so low 
that it is stated by the people a four-chau, or four-oar, boat can be taken 

right across with a very short portage to the upper waters of the Trang 
river, the total distance to Trang being 170 miles. Certain it is that 
the old trans-peninsula route, mentioned by Crawfurd and others, lay 
across the watershed from Pang Nga 

* and the Paklao stream to the 

Bandon, and down to Punpin, which is on a creek on the borders of 

Chaiya and Bandon, and a favourite residence Ifor the governor, who is 
from there able to direct affairs in both provinces. 

On leaving Chaiya, strong winds carried us to the passage between 
the archipelago and the northern termination of the Lakawn range on 
the mainland. There are two quite distinct groups of islands, the western 
or Angtawng group being a continuation of the distorted limestone 

outcrops on the flanks of the granites; and the eastern, comprising the 

important islands of Kaw Samui and Kaw Pungunn, being the true 
extension of the granites of the Lakawn range. The western group 
being the breeding-place of large numbers of swiftlets, comes under the 
nest-farmer. Kaw Pungunn belongs to Chaiya, Kaw Samui to Lakawn. 
The former is inhabited by Siamese fishermen, and has in its day pro- 
duced a little gold and tin. The latter is inhabited by some hundred 

Chinese, who cultivate the coconut palm and rear large numbers of pig 
and buffalo. The trade of the island is entirely in the hands of the 
Bandon junks. There is some tin in the hills, but, owing to lack of 
sufficient water-supply, it has not been worked with success. The ranges 
cut the island effectually in two, running from the north-west corner to 
the south-east at a mean elevation of about 2000 feet, and are clothed 
with dense forest, which render communication between the two coasts 

impossible except at one or two points, and consequently the villagers 
generally communicate along the coast. It is curious that fever is very 
prevalent, and cholera by no means rare. 

Under the lee of the Lakawn range we had calms and light airs and 

squalls. When nearing Lakawn bight we stood out to sea, to clear the 
shoals off Lem Kolam Puk. We were now among completely new 

surroundings; the rua pet and rua chalom of Siamese waters were no 

* The Phoonga of some authors. 
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longer to be seen, and the long low Malay types of craft became common. 
The banks off this headland, as well as the shoals and mud flats within 
its embrace, are silting up rapidly. 

In his book on Siam,* Mr. F. A. Neale gives, a distinct account of 
his passage "through the channel between Ligor (i.e. Lakawn) and the 
island of Pulo Tantalem " in the Victory, a frigate of 1400 tons, across 
what is now known as the Tale Sap, or inland sea, past Patalung to 

Sungkla, or Singora. Now, fifty years later, no boat drawing more than 
2 feet can cross the Lakawn bight or navigate the waterway known as 

Klong Ranawt, which communicates with the Tale Sap. From Lakawn 
to Singora the coast-line stretches its unbroken barrier of spotless sand, 
and behind it the reeds and grasses of the vast swamp land known as 
Tung Ranawt whisper in the wind to the far horizon. In old maps this 

piece of country figures as Pulo Tantalem, but the name is unknown 

locally, and the wide waterway generally depicted between it and the 
mainland does not exist. The view across the Tung Ranawt from 
the top of the sand-dunes thrown up by the monsoon is most peculiar, 
and wild and dreary in the extreme. The plain is inhabited by a 
small breed of elephants known as chang deng, owing to the reddish 
colour of the bristles. These animals, largely owing, no doubt, to 
their peculiar diet and the brackish character of the water they drink, 
seldom grow to a greater height than 8 feet, and have unusually 
small heads and large bodies. They are very wild, and much given. 
to marauding expeditions on their neighbours; they have "let in the 
jungle " on all would-be settlers with such success that hardly a house 
is to be seen. None have ever been successfully tamed, owing to 
the fact that the change of water incidental to removal to the neigh- 
bourhood of Lakawn or Patalung seems to affect their health, and 
they do not long survive. Both men and animals in Siam are, so far 
as I have observed, very susceptible to a change in the water. The 
plain-dweller absorbs with immunity what he amiably terms " water," 
whatever its consistency and flavour, and drinking the cold clear 
mountain streams of the hill country is as fatal to him as the viscous 
fluid of the plains is to the mountaineer or the foreigner. 

SINGoRA.-It was with no small pleasure that we rattled down the 
anchor in Sungkla, the furthest point in our voyage, and contemplated 
the beautiful hill-girdled harbour that lay before us. In coming south 
we had set back the seasQns, and the rains had not yet commenced ;. 
the shore party returned from market laden with fruits which were 
long ago over in Bangkok. The hot blue sky was reflected in the 
water, and junks and Malay luggers came and went to the light sea- 
breeze. Occasionally, to clear the air and test our cables, a furious 
squall swept down upon us froiT the hills. Junks went adrift and, 

Narrative of a'Residence in Siam.' Bv F. A. Neale. London, 1852. 
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drove on shore, or mowed down whole rows of fishing-stakes, and their 

crews shouted at one another, and looked on, as is the helpful way of 

the Celestial. We watched the anxious skipper hesitatingly suggest 
orders in his most persuasive tones, and we saw the crew, who had 

been busily wrangling together, turn like one man upon him with a 

howl of execration; truly the experiences of a junk captain must be 

exciting and peculiar. 
Singora was seized at the beginning of the century by a party 

of Chinese from Amoy. They were long-sighted enough to imme- 

diately place themselves under the protection of the Court of Bangkok, 
which for various reasons found it convenient and desirable to have 

a Chinese colony situated alongside the powerful state of Patani. 

The lustre of both 'Tani and Lakawn has gradually been dimmed, 

... . ... ___. ...... ...... 
_ , 

. ..-?? .. . . . --...- - ........... . , - - . - .. - r - --- . ........ -. ...... 

ENTRANCE TO SINGORA. 

and Singora, happily situated as it is on the only really protected 
harbour on the coast, and at the entrance to the inland waterway of 
the Tale Sap, has attained the position of the most important centre on 
the whole east coast. The population of the town, and suburbs across 
the water, is over 10,000, partly Siamese and partly Malay. It is 

curious that, although the government and trade are entirely in the 
hands of Chinese, and their influence is evident at every turn-in the 
craft in harbour, and in the houses and the architecture of the walls 
ashore-there is yet no Chinese coolie class. 

There are some 60,000 people in the province, scattered in small 
communities along the coast-line about the shores of the Tale Sap, 
and in the jungle of the interior. The chief exports are rice, tin, fish, 
and skins and horns, and the trade is sufficient to keep a considerable 
fleet of junks trading with Singapore and Bangkok, and a number of 

Malay craft sailing to the Malay states on the south. 
Before going up to the mines we had to wait a few days in Singora, 

owing to the fact that the king was expected to call in on his way back 
from Java. When he arrived he came on shore, and walked round the 
town in his brisk way, noting the various improvements instituted by 
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the commissioner, and recognized many old friends among the people. 
His Majesty professed to think our craft small for going long distances, 
but I believe he would have dearly loved to sail back to Bangkok in 
her himself. 

Pra Vichit, who will be remembered by many in this room as having 
been for some years at the Siamese Legation in London, was at the time 
commissioner in Singora, and, although he had only been there about 
a year, the changes he had wrought, and the popularity he enjoyed 
among the people, showed that he had devoted himself to the difficulties 
of his task with ability and success. 

The tin-mines lie in the hill ranges south and west of the town. I 
need not weary you with many details, for they are worked in much the 

SINGORA, HARBOUR SIDE. 

same fashion as at Langsuan, and with much the same results, namely, 
*a small and ever-varying output of tin, at the expense of much sickness 
to the miners. I obtained some of the most beautiful crystals of cassi- 
terite I have ever found: the men regard them with some awe, and 
take sufficient interest in them to keep a few as curiosities. Mining is, 
unfortunately, seriously interfered with in some districts by the spirits. 
We came upon one very rich hill-working where the men had been 
*served with a summary notice to quit in the shape of the death of eight 
men from fever in three days. 

The agricultural people of the province are all Siamese, and a finer, 
healthier-looking set of peasants I have not met in any part of the 

-country. 
The dialect of this neighbourhood is often almost unintelligible to 

those accustomed to Bangkok modes of speech. The nasal twang 
noticeable on the west coast is very pronounced, but perhaps the most 
-curious feature is the tendency to abbreviation. Here we have the 
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disintegration of words which has given rise to the monosyllabic 
languages in actual process of development, e.g. 'San, for Kao san, 

padi; 'Lung for Patalung, the name of the town; and instances might- 
be multiplied. 

Among the hills the last fires of the rai clearings still smouldered, 
and the heavy brown smoke caused atmospheric effects which were very 

charming and homelike. The intense clearness of the air, which is the 

usual condition of things, makes one of the chief characteristics of the 

tropics, and the contrast was grateful. The destruction caused by 
the indiscriminate burning of the forest is, however, very great. After 

two or three crops the ground is forsaken in favour of a new clearing, 
and the bamboos and long grasses immediately spring up, choking down 

the valuable seedlings, which have no chance of life. The result is 

pepper and coffee, but the absence of any labour laws, and the impossi- 

SINGORA STRAIT. 

that in many parts of the province the place of the large timber has 

been entirely usurped by bamboo, or lallang grass, which it will be 

almost impossible for the planter of the future to eradicate. 

The red loam of many parts of Singora is admirably adapted to both 

pepper and coffee, but the absence of any labour laws, and the impossi- 

bility of getting or controlling labour, have so far told against success. 

It is very desirable that the Siamese Government should give its atten- 

tion to these matters. 
Our camps were disturbed considerably by one of our elephants, who 

was a bad sleeper; if he found no comfortable undulation for his pillow 
at night, he slept not at all, and became very crusty in consequence. 

It is somewhat interesting to compare the weights carried by 

elephants in the tin-producing districts of the Malay peninsula with 

those used in the long journeys and mountainous country of the Lao 

states. In the peninsula the distances are seldom more than at most 

three or four days' march, and the elephant is expected to carry as much 

as 900 to 1000 lbs. besides his mahout and howda. The latter is often 
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a mere brace of panniers, slung together so as to rest one on each side 
of the backbone, and covered sometimes with a light barrel-roof of bark. 
A good tusker carrying his 91 cwt. will fetch about ?56, and a female 
which can bear 8 cwt. is worth about ?45. In the Lao states, where 

journeys of ten days or three weeks are frequent, the average weight 
hardly exceeds 300 lbs., or one-third of what is usual in the peninsula. 
The prices in various parts of the country vary considerably. When 
we were on the Me Kawng and in Muang Nan in 1893, a good tusker 
could be had for ?32, and a female for ?24; at Chieng Mai, where good 
teak-hauling elephants are in great demand, a tusker may fetch ?150, 
and a female anything from ?50 to ?100, according to her strength and 

ability. 
In the Siamese Malay states there are probably about 1000 domesti- 

cated elephants, all told, and in the Lao country probably over 2500 
animals are working at the present moment. That these animals breed 
in captivity in Siam is due to the fact that a large number of them 

spend the greater part of their time holiday-making in the jungle. 
When there is no work for his beast, the mahout takes him out to a 
nice cool green bit of forest, and leaves him there to enjoy himself. 
There is no expense connected with his upkeep, for he looks after 
himself. He has a hobble of rattan round his feet to dissuade 
him from wandering too far, and a wooden bell round his neck, by 
the tone of which the mahout or his little boy can always find him, 
when they go out once a month to look him up, and give him some 
bananas. 

THE INLAND SEA.-On our return from this trip we started for 

Patalung. We had one of the long dug-outs which are generally used 
for navigating the Tale Sap, and a crew of so-called Malays. Like the 

people of Malay origin in Chaiya, they have lost their language and 
most of the best qualities of the true Malay. They had a most unsea- 
manlike love of dry land, and when it was time to start every man 

appeared to possess a dead or dying relative whom it was imperative to 
attend. The very high death rate was, as I suspected, due to the gale 
of wind that was blowing. Where the mere Western lamely pleads a 
" previous engagement," the Oriental revels in a harrowing and wholly 
imaginary account of disease and death, which has the advantage that, 
while no one believes it, it provides a field for the exercise of his un- 

equalled powers of invention, and an excuse for a display of a little 

flowery rhetoric. When, later on, we set out from Patalung to return 
under somewhat similar conditions, reference to their dead and dying 
relations had no power to entice them on board, and we had to begin to 
get under way without them before any of the crew could be induced to 
overcome their dislike of wind and water. 

In the open water of the Rat Pumi at the southern end, the tidal 
influence coming through Singora strait is felt, and with a strong wind 

No. V.-MAY, 1898.] 2 L 
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a lake boat may have a roughish time. At Pak-raw, however, there 
begins a system of intricate waterways winding between long jungled 
islands, known as Kaw Yuen, Kaw Nung Kumm, and Kaw Mak. Two 
main channels lead northward to the inner portion of the great lake, 
that to the west being the narrower and deeper, with, at this season of 
the year, little more than two fathoms. At Pak-cha, and at Pak-payun, 
where the lake once more opens out, a few villages are passed, standing 
on piles above the surrounding water. Like the harbour at Singora, the 
surface is everywhere dotted by fishing stakes and traps of mysterious 
and intricate design, as troublesome often to the guileless mariner as to 
the unsophisticated fish. 

Pak-payun is a pretty strait between low hill ridges, and on the 
northern horizon of the open water the lofty outlines of the limestone 
islands stand up abruptly. This group is known as Kaw Si Kaw Ha, 

ON THE INLAND SEA. 

and is a favourite building-place for the swiftlets, although, owing to its 
comparatively small size, the production of edible nests from there is 
not as large as that from the Angtawng group. 

There is a statement in Prof. Keane's ' Eastern Geography,' apparently 
on the authority of some travellers whose names are given, that the 
islands of the lake are inhabited by a tribe of troglodytes, or cave- 
dwellers, who live by collecting the nests in their rocky dwellings. 
We made studious inquiries on the subject, and I can only presume 
that the popular belief in the existence of nats, or spirits, which are 
supposed to inhabit these islands, as they are every stream, hill, and 
tree, was in some way so mistranslated to the travellers that, coupled 
with some facts about the people employed by the nest-farmer on the 
islands, it took in their minds this highly sensational form. It is a 
thousand pities to destroy so pretty an illusion, and we felt distinctly 
the poorer mortals for not being able to retain it. 

On reaching Patalung, we were able in some measure to judge of 
the rapidity with which land is making in the neighbourhood. Where 
Neale notices " a fine creek or river off Talung," there is a reedy pro- 
montory standing out a quarter of a mile into the lake, through which 
trickle a couple of sluggish streamlets too shallow to float a boat drawing 
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a foot of water. The lake is 2 feet deep for a mile out, and with the 
addition of the flood waters of November, December, and January, the 
depth scarcely exceeds 9 feet anywhere, even in the channels. 

Patalung was a great emporium in the days of old, with deep water 

approaches right in. Now it is a small agricultural village, completely 
retired from the world, where there are no vehicles, no transport animals, 
and no Chinamen, and where no decent-sized boat can approach. No 
wonder the natives have curtailed the name to a single syllable. There 
are probably under 40,000 people in the province, but it is a great 
fruit and rice growing country, and should have a future before it. 

The great barrier bank of Kaw Yai and Tung Ranawt may be 
supposed by the unlearned to have been cast up and formed as we now 
find them by the slow and painstaking efforts of the forces of nature. 
But the people of Patalung know better. In the days when it still 
lay open to the sea, protected by a sand-bar where Kaw Yai is now, a 
virtuous and holy couple lived here. They had one boy, who one day 
disappeared, it was supposed as a stowaway on board one of the big 
junks which went and came continually. Years after, a great Chinese 
junk, gilded and flagged, put into Patalung, and in the great mandarin 
who came on shore the aged couple recognized their long-lost son. 
But he, in the pride of his heart, cast them off disdainfully, and would 
have nought to say to them. The two old people fell on their knees and 
prayed that ruin should fall on him that he might learn humility. And 
it became very dark and a great storm arose, and the ship went down 
with all on board, and the chests and trunks of valuables were washed 
hither and thither, and now remain as the banks and islands which form 
the Tale Sap-a warning to all undutiful sons. Parents here may find 
the story useful. This tradition bears out the evidence afforded by 
history, and by a consideration of the physical geography and geology 
of the district, of the comparatively recent date of the formation of the 
present barrier-bank, and the rapid silting up of the salt-water lake, 
which is now going on at the rate of some 2 inches a year abreast of 
Patalung. The story no doubt had its origin in some specially violent 
cyclonic storm, such as visits these seas three or four times in a century, 
or in some unusually violent monsoon season, which may have left traces 
of a very permanent character in the configuration of the banks. Such 
an event would be very likely to be chronicled in a legend of this kind. 
The coast is out of the general track of the cyclonic disturbances in 
the China sea; but within the century three or four such storms have 
visited different parts of the shores between the fifth and eleventh 
parallels, and every north-east monsoon season effects changes in the 
outlying banks of the river-mouths, as mariners relying on the '74 charts 
find to their cost. 

While the rivers are bringing down their vast burden of sediment 
with each rainy season, which is able to work effectively on the largely 

2 L 2 
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decomposed granites of the interior, the violence of the north-east mon- 
soon, impinging directly on the coast, prevents the dissipation of the 
material over a large area, and forces it back and piles it up at the 
various points of discharge. This process is going on all the way from 
Patani to Chaolai, and will probably result in the creation at no very 
distant period of salt-water lakes in both the Lakawn and Bandon 

bights, similar to that already formed off Patalung. 
The drenchings we had met with in Singora had brought out again 

the jungle fever with which we were saturated, and some of our party 
were unable to walk. We had still Lakawn to visit, so, having trans- 

SINGORA FISHING STAKES. 

acted our little business with the governor, we returned to Singora, 
and in a few hours after our arrival were under way once more. 

LAKAWN.-Arrived in Lakawn road, we anchored, and, leaving two 
hands on board, started in the skiff up-river for the city with a week's 
stores. I felt somewhat nervous at leaving the boat in such an exposed 
anchorage. There is only 2 or 3 feet in the bight, and so it is impossible 
to get a boat into any of the creeks there, and there is no shelter, as the 
map shows you, for 60 miles in any direction. However, the squalls 
under the lee of the mountains in the south-west monsoon are nearly 
always westerly, and to guard against damage from the north-west 
squalls the junks have a confiding habit of anchoring on the mud in 3 
feet of water, relying on the pacifying influence which the mud bottom 
exercises on the sea. It is a charmingly Oriental kind of seamanship, 
but, like most things Oriental, not without reason. 

Lakawn is, in its way, the most striking state in the peninsula. 
Here are the remains of an old Hindu influence which at one time 
dominated all the surrounding states. Where our boat now scrapes 
across the sand bottom of the tortuous stream, the ribs of old junks that 
once went up and down the river lie embedded in the bank. Hamilton * 

mentions the vast numbers of the pagodas in the town, and the Dutch 

factory'which stood below; but he was before the time of Alawng Pra, 

* 'A New Account of the East Indies.' London, 1744. 
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and Harris, who came after him, comments on the destruction wrought 
to the town and province by the Burmese wars.* He found that about 
12,000 men only were borne on the conscription rolls. Now there are 
133,000. It is, in fact, the most populous, the largest, and the richest 
of the Siamese states of the peninsula. And yet, owing to the exposed 
character of the road and the insignificance of the shallow winding 
stream which forms the only approach from the sea, it has been very 
little visited. It is a five hours' pull to the city landing, and for the 
last few miles the stream is about half the width of this table.t If you 
look at the map, you will understand how it is that when one enters 
Lakawn one finds one's self completely outside the influence of the modern 
world. The province has practically no outlets, and whereas the west 
coast, and places like Chaiya and Singora, are occasionally visited by 

1;* ' cA ' 

LAKAWN WALLS. 

steamers, the people of Lakawn have only heard -uncertain rumours of 
their existence. 

In the old days Lakawn held sway over Krabi, Kiriwong, and 
Bandon, thus touching the sea on the west coast and on the Bandon 

bight. At neither point are the harbours very serviceable. The east 
coast, as already pointed out, is either an exposed sand beach or a series 
of shallow mosquito-clouded mud swamps. The province is cut in twain 

by the lofty range of hills referred to above, and by far the greater part 
of the population and of the arable land lies behind that barrier. There 
are four possible outlets for its produce-north by the Bandon river, 
west to the magnificent harbour of Kopa, south to the Trang river, or 
east across a low pass to Lakawn. The last is very unsatisfactory, as it 
is itself hardly get-atable, and in the north-east monsoon the coast is 

practically closed to navigation. When I was at Singora, Pra Vichit 
was considering two schemes-one for dredging the Klong Ranawt so as 
to keep open communication with the sheltered waters of the Tale Sap 

* 'Account of an Overland Journey from Ligor to Bankok.' Madras, 1854. 
t About 15 feet. The fishermen estimate the rate of deposition on the bar of the 

river to average 2 to 3 inches a year. 
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and Singora during the winter season; the other for opening up the 
old overland route to Trang, which is mentioned by Captain Low.* On 
the whole, the latter will probably be the most feasible and the most 
useful to both portions of Lakawn. 

The governors of Lakawn have ever been very independent gentle- 
men. Harris says, " There are three or four commissioners sent to Ligor 
by the Siamese court, but the chief treats them with very little con- 
sideration, and they exercise, except on occasion of his absence, no 

authority whatever." t Relying on the inaccessibility of their capital, 
they have treated Bangkok authority with a high disdain, which has 
resulted in their being left too much alone. At the time of our visit 
we found the governor in every way maintained the traditions of his 
ancestors. 

It would, however, ill become me to abuse the chief; he was affable 
and even friendly. Nearly every other governor I had met had more 
or less betrayed a conviction that I was mad, based on the fact that 

they did not understand travelling in a seven-tonner. Whatever Praya 
Lakawn thought, he refrained from all comments. It was also to 
his credit that he knew more about his state, its geography and pro- 
ducts, than any other chief except Praya Chaiya whom we had met; 
and while, of course, concealing a good deal which we were not desired 
to know, he gave us much interesting information. Information, 
whether geographical, commercial, or of any other kind, is, in a state 
like this, less easily obtained than you would suppose. First of all, 
there are no statistics. Then the chief, to whom you naturally appeal, 
intends that you should know as little as possible, and he has even 

given strict orders to his subordinates that he alone is to give you 
information. The consequence is that you leave his house with an 
accurate knowledge of the habits and failings of all his neighbours, 
and a hazy idea that he is the most just and most able ruler in the 

world. The subordinates bring you presents and tell you where the 

snipe lie or the sambur feed, but the moment you ask them anything 
about the export of deers' horns, they find theyinust be gone. You 

pump the Chinese traders, but they have been told by the governor 
that all you are after is to set up a business in the place-and they 
become mute as only Chinese can. The Malays discuss their fishing 

prospects with gusto, but when you ask about freights, or the depth 
on the bar, their answers range over a long list of possible figures in 

that royally vague manner which so becomes the Eastern. The Siaraese 

know their chief too well to say a word more than the laconic "don't 
know," which is next to the more frequent " cannot," the most irritating 

dissyllable in the Siamese language. It would take too long to tell 

* Jour. Asiatic Soc. Beng., vol. vii. part ii., 1838. 
f 'Overland Journey from Ligor to Bankok.' 
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you how one by one Nai Suk, the boys, and I walked about the country, 
and dropped in here, or drank tea there, smoked in the sala, or 

gossipped in the market, and how we put our notes together and com- 

pared and averaged our total. Yet such often was the way, and even 
our official passport did not always obtain more for us than fitting 
civility from the chief. 

The approach to the city down a long avenue of banyans and 

peepul trees, which flourish about the spacious enclosures of endless 
ruined wats and pagodas, is distinctly impressive, and reminds one far 

more of India than of Siam. This effect is heightened by the local 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ I!~~~~~~~~~~f 
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THE LAKAWN PAGODA. 

custom of carrying loads upon the head instead of slung across the 
shoulder. In Siam generally the head is regarded with a certain 

veneration, and no loads are ever placed upon it, nor is the hand allowed 
to rest upon it in blessing, as may be done with children in the West. 
Yet in Singora and Lakawn country folk bring in their market produce 
piled in innumerable baskets on the head to a height of sometimes 
three feet. In this manner even women and children carry weights 
of 80 lbs. for many miles. A group of these people, who are generally 
taller and slightly darker and better looking than their sisters in 

Upper Siam, forms a very striking picture. 
The features of the city are the massive red-brick walls which encircle 

it, and the great pagoda, the resort of thousands of pilgrims, which has 
the miraculous power of casting no shadow. The interior of the walls 
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is slightly disappointing-ruined pagodas divide the space with palm 
plantations, beneath which the usual bamboo dwellings nestle. The 

governor's house is larger, but little cleaner than the rest; the market- 

place is a small clearing in the centre of the town, where a few hundred 

sociably disposed persons congregate in the cool of the morning. For 
the rest of the day the by-ways are given over to goats and elephants, 
who, whenever they meet, stampede in various directions in mutual fear 
of one another. 

There is a considerable population of Malays,in Lakawn, who, unlike 
those at Chaiya and Singora, retain not only their speech, but the kriss, 
and with it their pride of race. They maintain constant sea com- 
munication with Kelantan and the Malay states to the south, and are a 
fine lot of people, and handle their boats, men and women, in a manner 
which excited our highest admiration. 

The Chinese form the traders and miners of the state, and are very 
jealous of Europeans. The mines at present in work are all situated in 
the Bang Ron valley at the foot of the hills, about a day's journey to 
the south-west of the city. Harris states that the tin was in his day 
said to be exhausted, yet in the last sixty years the whole of the Ron 

valley has been turned over to a depth of between 30 and 40 feet, and 

many thousands of tons of tin taken out and exported to Bangkok for the 
China market. 

We found some four hundred men at work in the valley, which 

presented a curious scene with its white, shining mountains of tailings, 
tumbled in wildest confusion in all directions. Only two spots stand above 
the surrounding waste-one a grove of palms about a wat, or monastery, 
and the other a lonely spot where stands a tall gaunt forest tree or two. 
This belongs to a very ill-tempered landlord, who has persistently 
refused to sanction work on his ground on any terms whatever. He 
has been offered a high rent and untold bribes; but sacrifices, offerings, 
and prayers have had no effect, and the last gang of men, who thought 
they had come to terms with him, were turned out summarily after 

losing half their number by death. He is the spirit who inhabits 
one of the trees, and he is spoken of in whispers even down in the 

village. 
The tin sand in the valley seems now to be very nearly worked out, 

and efforts are being made to open up new districts along the hills 
further north. The mortality in the uncleared jungle is, however, so 

heavy that, with the present high royalty of over 16 per cent. demanded 

by the Siamese Government, the taukes, or headmen, declare they cannot 
make them pay; and there seems every likelihood, if the royalty is not 

lowered, that this industry will dwindle to very small proportions. 
The coolies are the wildest possible creatures imported by junk 

direct from Kwang-tung and Hainan in China. Great crowds came to 
see me as a curiosity; they were astonishingly friendly, but their 
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manners were most uncouth and barbarous, and contrasted strangely 
with the refined bearing of many of the Siamese of Lakawn. I was 
much struck with the simplicity and lack of guile among the latter. 
They have seen less of the Farang than many of their countrymen in 
Upper Siam, and have not, therefore, reached that point of their exist- 
ence when they must become acquainted with the vices of the West- 
the most dangerous ordeal through which a native race has to pass. 

It is remarkable that in a state so largely agricultural there should 
be absolutely no kind of vehicle in use. The kwien, or jungle cart, of 
Upper Siam is unknown; not even 

sledges are used. The only beast of 
burden is the elephant; even the buffalo 
is only used for ploughing and threshing 
out the corn. One would naturally infer 
that the people were unusually uncivi- 
lized, yet in their architecture they have 
in the past known no small skill and 
taste. The only exception to this absence 
of vehicles is in the carts used by the ~ALW r tin ca4 t 
Chinese tin merchants to carry the tin 
slabs from the smelting-house to the water-side. They are of so 
primitive a kind, however, that an up-country Siamese would be 
ashamed to use them, and it is not surprising that they have not been 
more adopted. 

With our return voyage I need not trouble you. We had heavy 
squalls in the Bandon bight, and called in at Chaiya for mails. We 
experienced a gale of wind off Champawn, and the tempest-breeding 
peaks of Sam Roi Yawt did not spare us. And then at last, one wild 
lurid morning, as the sun struggled up upon the monsoon-laden horizon, 
the big following seas bade us farewell, as they broke in roars under our 
little ship and hurried us on their foaming summits into the smoother 
water of our old friend the 3Ienan Chao Praya, or Bangkok river. 

Before the reading of the paper, the PRESIDENT said: The paper this evening 
will be on the journeys in the Siamese East Coast States by Mr. Warington Smyth. 
We have already had in this room two very interesting papers from Mr. Warington 
Smyth, one about four years ago, when he described to us the upper Mekong and 
his visit to the sapphire mines; the second one when he gave us an account of 
his descent of the Tenasserim river, of the pearl fisheries, and the Kra peninsula 
and its tin works. On both occasions the meetings were large, the papers 
were listened to with great interest, and there were most valuable discussions, in 
which Mr. George Curzon, Lord Lamington, Sir Dietrich Brandis, Mr. Annan Bryce, 
and others joined. We have now the great pleasure of welcoming Mr. Warington 
Smyth in person. We are honoured this evening by the presence of His Royal 
Highness the Crown Prince of Siam and his brothers, and I am quite sure that they 
will find that the paper is most interesting. It will be illustrated by a number 
of slides. I now call upon Mr. Warington Smyth to read his paper. 
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